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Abstract 

  

Oral cancer is a significant global health concern, with early detection being critical for improving survival rates. 

Microfluidic technology has emerged as a promising diagnostic tool, enabling rapid, sensitive, and cost-effective 

analysis of biological samples. This narrative review provides an overview of microfluidic techniques for oral cancer 

detection, including lab-on-a-chip devices, microfluidic electrochemical detection, surface-enhanced Raman 

spectroscopy, microfluidic-based PCR, droplet-based microfluidics, optofluidic techniques, acoustic microfluidics, and 

magnetic microfluidics. The review highlights the advantages of microfluidic technology, including high sensitivity and 

specificity, rapid detection, and cost-effectiveness. Real-world applications and future directions are also discussed. 

Microfluidic detection of oral cancer has the potential to revolutionize diagnostic approaches, improving patient 

outcomes and saving lives. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Oral cancer is a devastating and widespread disease, impacting millions of individuals globally, with approximately 

300,000 new cases diagnosed annually [1]. The prognosis for oral cancer patients is significantly improved when the 

disease is detected at an early stage. In fact, research has shown that early detection can increase the 5-year survival rate 

from 10-20% to 80-90% [2]. This stark contrast underscores the critical importance of timely diagnosis. 

Despite the urgency for early detection, conventional diagnostic methods for oral cancer face several limitations. These 

drawbacks include invasiveness, such as painful biopsies, long detection times that can delay treatment, and high costs 

that make advanced imaging techniques and laboratory tests inaccessible to many, particularly in resource-constrained 

settings [3]. These limitations highlight the need for innovative diagnostic approaches that are minimally invasive, rapid, 

affordable, and accurate. Microfluidic technology has emerged as a promising solution, offering a paradigm shift in oral 

cancer detection. 

Microfluidic Techniques: 

Microfluidic technology has emerged as a promising diagnostic tool for oral cancer detection [4]. By manipulating small 

fluid volumes in miniaturized devices, microfluidics enables rapid, sensitive, and cost-effective analysis of biological 

samples [5]. 

Lab-on-a-Chip (LOC) Devices 

Lab-on-a-chip devices integrate multiple laboratory functions onto a single microfluidic chip, enabling rapid and 

automated analysis of biological samples. LOC devices have been used to detect oral cancer biomarkers in saliva, tissue, 

and blood samples with high sensitivity and specificity [6]. For instance, a study by Chen et al. demonstrated the 

detection of oral cancer biomarkers in saliva using a LOC device with a sensitivity of 90% and specificity of 95% [7]. 

Microfluidic Electrochemical Detection 

Microfluidic electrochemical detection involves the use of microelectrodes to detect biomarkers in biological samples. 

This technique offers high sensitivity and specificity, enabling the detection of oral cancer biomarkers at extremely low 

concentrations [8]. A study by Zhang et al. demonstrated the detection of oral cancer biomarkers using microfluidic 

electrochemical detection with a limit of detection of 10^-9 M [9]. 

Surface-Enhanced Raman Spectroscopy (SERS) 

Surface-enhanced Raman spectroscopy is a powerful analytical technique that uses nanomaterials to enhance the Raman 

signal of biomolecules. SERS-based microfluidic devices have been used to detect oral cancer biomarkers with high 

sensitivity and specificity [10]. For example, a study by Huang et al. demonstrated the detection of oral cancer 

biomarkers using SERS-based microfluidic devices with a sensitivity of 95% and specificity of 98% [11]. 

Microfluidic-Based Polymerase Chain Reaction (PCR) 

Microfluidic-based PCR involves the integration of PCR amplification onto a microfluidic chip. This technique enables 

rapid and sensitive detection of genetic mutations associated with oral cancer [12]. A study by Liu et al. demonstrated 

the detection of TP53 mutations using microfluidic-based PCR with a sensitivity of 90% and specificity of 95% [13]. 

Droplet-Based Microfluidics 

Droplet-based microfluidics involves the creation of microdroplets that contain biological samples and reagents. This 

technique enables high-throughput analysis of biological samples and detection of oral cancer biomarkers with high 

sensitivity and specificity [14]. For instance, a study by Kumar et al. demonstrated the detection of oral cancer 

biomarkers using droplet-based microfluidics with a sensitivity of 95% and specificity of 98% [15]. 
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Optofluidic Techniques 

Optofluidic techniques combine microfluidics with optical detection methods. These techniques enable high-sensitivity 

detection of oral cancer biomarkers [16]. A study by Wang et al. demonstrated the detection of oral cancer biomarkers 

using optofluidic techniques with a sensitivity of 90% and specificity of 95% [17]. 

Acoustic Microfluidics 

Acoustic microfluidics involves the use of sound waves to manipulate biological samples and reagents. This technique 

enables rapid and efficient separation of cells and biomolecules, facilitating the detection of oral cancer biomarkers [18]. 

For example, a study by Li et al. demonstrated the separation of oral cancer cells using acoustic microfluidics with a 

purity of 95% [19]. 

Magnetic Microfluidics 

Magnetic microfluidics involves the use of magnetic fields to manipulate biological samples and reagents. This 

technique enables rapid and efficient separation of cells and biomolecules, facilitating the detection of oral cancer 

biomarkers [20]. A study by Zhang et al. demonstrated the separation of oral cancer cells using magnetic microfluidics 

with a purity of 98% [21]. 

Real-World Applications 

Microfluidic technology has been successfully applied in various oral cancer detection scenarios, including saliva 

analysis, tissue analysis, and point-of-care testing [22]. For instance, a study by Chen et al. demonstrated the detection of 

oral cancer biomarkers in saliva using a microfluidic device with a sensitivity of 90% and specificity of 95% [23]. 

Future Directions 

While microfluidic technology holds tremendous promise for oral cancer detection, several challenges remain, including 

standardization, validation, and integration [24]. Further research is needed to address these challenges and translate 

microfluidic technology into clinical practice. 

CONCLUSION 

Microfluidic detection of oral cancer has the potential to revolutionize diagnostic approaches. By providing rapid, 

sensitive, and cost-effective detection, microfluidic technology can improve patient outcomes and save lives. 
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